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PERFORMANCE NOTES

The origin of the “O” Antiphons is not known. They have been found in manuscripts from
the ninth century and are frequently attributed to St. Gregory the Great. The Antiphons were
chanted before and after the Magnificat at Vespers on the days immediately preceding Christmas.
Each one presents a title given to Christ in the Old Testament and a petition asking for the
fulfillment of a Scriptural promise or prophesy. The antiphon texts are the basis for the verses
of the beloved Advent Hymn Veni, veni Emmanuel.

This publication includes the 1986 choral settings by Peter Hallock and the traditional
Gregorian melodies on which they are based. These antiphons were written foran Advent Carol
Service (see our publication The “O” Antiphons—An Advent Service).

For the initial performance, the Latin chants were sung by amen’s choir from one end of the
church followed by the mixed choir settings sung from the opposite end. It is also possible for
a solo cantor, a few men'’s voices or the men of the mixed choir to sing the chants.

The antiphons may be used separately as choral propers during the Advent Season, withor
without the chants preceding them. The Gregorian chants are published here in both traditional
notation and a modern realization. Singers are encouraged to sing from the Gregorian notation

as this more accurately presents the groupings, shapes and inflections intended by the original
melodies.

Aless elaborate setting of these texts by Peter Hallock for choir, organ and handbells may
be found in our publication CH-1030.

Carl Crosier
Editor
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